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Iôm looking forward to Tuesday.  

 

Ancient Mi ddle America gets underway bright and early at 8:00 in Cina 214. 

Weôll first have a look at the course in general, and then weôll head off toward 

the end of the class period to have a look at the Woman of Chamula, in Chiapas, 

Mexico. Itôs a short film (14 minutes), actually more of a short home movie than a ñrealò film, but it 

contains a lot of important information and is a very good introduction to the area, especially if you 

have not been to Mexico <http://www.d.umn.edu/cla/faculty/troufs/anth3618/video/Chamula.html>. And on Thursday weôre 

going to visit eight Major Archaeological Sites in Ancient Mesoamerica. That will be a 

real whirlwind trip. . . . 

 

As I mentioned in the 18 August 2014 memo, one of the four main characteristics of American 

Anthropology is fieldwork, "a primary research technique, involving ñparticipant observation," 
which usually means living among the people one is interested in learning from and about. And as I 

also mentioned, it would be wonderful if for anthropology classes we could just rent a bus or charter 

a plane and fly off for a year or more to learn first-hand from the people themselves. Money, time, 

and practicality prohibit that, so the next best thingsðwhen it comes to studying anthropologyðis 

going to places and viewing subjects by filmðwhich is why weôre off on Tuesday 

to Chiapas, Mexico, and eight major archaeological sites on Thursday. More 

information on Visual Anthropology is available on-line at 

<http://www.d.umn.edu/cla/faculty/troufs/anth1604/visual_anthropology.html>. Be sure to have a look at that from time to time.  

 

If you havenôt read the 18 August 2014 memo yetðthe one that says this will be a great 

classðyou should do that. The memo is available in the Week 1 block of your  Moodle folder, and 

in the Weekly Memos and Other Important Announcements section of Block 1. Take 

http://www.moodle.umn.edu/
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http://www.d.umn.edu/cla/faculty/troufs/anth1604/visual_anthropology.html


Week 1 Ancient Middle America 2 
 
 

your pick. Pay attention to the information on place names, and on the exams, and on the Forums 

and wikis. 

 

 
 

Also have a look at the Meet Your Professor page at 

<http://www.d.umn.edu/cla/faculty/troufs/MeetYourProfessor.html>, where you will find more information than you or 

anyone else really needs to know, with some nice photos, at <http://www.d.umn.edu/~troufs/anthfood/PowerPoint/af-

meet_your_prof.pptx>.  

 

Why?  
 

Youôll likely learn more in this class if you do, youôll remember it longer, and youôll 

probably have more fun (at least according to Helen Mongan-Rallis of the UMD Department of Education). 
 

You might also want to have a look at the information in your  Moodle folder at <moodle.umn.edu>. 

 

REM: Information on the textbooks can be found at <http://www.d.umn.edu/cla/faculty/troufs/anth3618/matext.html>.  

 

 
 

The Maya (8
th
 Ed.) 

 

Michael D. Coe 
(NY: Thames and Hudson, 2011) 

SBN-10: 0500289026 

ISBN-13: 978-0500289020 
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